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I have a friend who is 
interested in my 
spiritual welfare (Lk. 
19:10) and has been 
interested even dur- 
ing the times when I 
have not been. 

• I have a friend who wants the 
best for me, even at times 
when I do not want what is 
the best for me. 

• I have a friend who loves me 
(Jn. 15:13) and has loved me 
at times when I was his en- 
emy (Jas. 4:4). 

• I have a friend who forgave 
me of my past sins when I 
repented of them and was 
baptized (Acts 2:38). He also 
stands ready to forgive and 
accept me back when I as a 
Christian repent of sin I have 
committed and return to him 
(Acts 8:22; I Jn. 1:9). He does 
this consistently and without 
fail. 

• I have a friend who does not 
fail, but comforts (II Cor. 1:5- 
6), and helps me (Heb. 13:6) 
when no one else cares for 
me. 

• I have a friend who is truly 
consistent in how he treats 
me. He does not play 
"favorites" as many men do 
(Eph. 6:9). He does not 
change, nor has he become 
fickle as others can be (Heb. 
13:5). 



Do you know my friend? He is 
Jesus, the Christ! Is He your 
friend? The apostle John recorded 
the Lord Jesus Christ's words as 
He said, "You are my friends, if you 
do what I command you" {in. 15:14). 
Are you obedient to what the Lord 
says? If not, why not? He wants to 
be your friend, to supply your 
needs, comfort, and care for you 
(Matt. 11:28-30). Why not accept 
the Lord's plan of salvation (Mk. 
16:16) and be faithful to Him (Rev. 
2:10)? 

The Lord has left no doubt of 
the fact that He is a true friend to 
all of us (Jn. 15:13). However, He 
will not save you against your will! 
He will not force you to be a Chris- 
tian. He will not bless you with 
spiritual blessings if you do not 
want them. If you want Him to 
leave your life, He will go (Matt. 
8:34-9:1). However, He has ex- 
plained the rewards for accepting 
or rejecting Him (Matt. 7:12-13; 
Rom. 2:7-11; Rom. 6:23). 

In closing, let the words of the 
following song sink deep in your 
heart. Please answer the questions 
in this song honestly. "Do you 
know my Jesus? Do you know my 
friend? Have you heard He loves 
you, and that He will abide till the 
end?" (Source: W.F. Lakey and V. 
B. Ellis, Hymns For Worship . 
#470) 



"Why I Am A Member 
Of The church Of Christ" 

A.C. Grider (1912-1990) 

I didn't join the church of 
Christ. I didn't select the 
church of Christ as "my 
choice" from among many 
churches. It never occurred 
to me that I had a choice nor that I 
desired to make a choice of churches. 

I started thinking about my spiri- 
tual condition down in Tennessee 
some years ago — several years ago 
and made up my mind that I should 
do something about it. I began to 
consider what the Lord wanted me to 
do. I started to study my Bible. 

I found that I was a sinner and 
that Christ was THE savior. I found 
that if I were ever saved it would 
only be by Christ. I considered His 
word relative to what to do to be 
saved. He said I should repent, Luke 
13:3, I did. He said I should confess 
Him, Matthew 10:32. 1 did. He said I 
should be baptized, Mark 16:16. I 
did. He said if I would do these 
things I would BE SAVED. I was. 
But the BIBLE taught that when I 
was saved the Lord added me to the 
church, Acts 2:47. He did. 

Now, WHICH CHURCH did he 
add me to? HIS, Matthew 16:18; 
Acts 20:28; Romans 16:16. Thus I 
am a member of the church of Christ 
because I had NO CHOICE and 
wanted none. I just wanted to be 
saved. And I was! 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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The Old Paths 



"Christ's Written 
Accusation" 



Jarrod Jacobs 



Four times in Scripture 
we read about the writ- 
ten charge or accusation 
made against Christ at 
His crucifixion. This 
statement, well-known 
to most, was placed over Christ's 
head while was on the cross 
(Matt. 27:37; Mk. 15:26; Lk. 
23:38; Jn. 19:19). This statement 
said that it was "Jesus the King of 
the Jews" who was being crucified. 
While the chief priests protested 
this statement, Pilate stood firm 
on this occasion, saying, "What I 
have written, I have written" (Jn. 
19:21-22). 

In studying this event, we see 
that the inscription or accusation 
was written in three languages, 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin (Lk. 
23:37). This is significant for a few 
reasons. One reason is that regard- 
less of who looked upon Christ 
that day, they could have passed 
by the cross and read the writing. 
Another reason this inscription is 
significant is because of what each 
language represented. 

Hebrew: This was the lan- 
guage of revelation. The original 
scrolls and writings of the Old 
Testament were written for the 
people in the Hebrew language. 
All of the Jews at the time who 
had accused Christ could read this 
proclamation in their "native 
tongue." Upon further examina- 
tion, we see that Christ, being the 
Word (Jn. 1:1), shows us that He 
is God's revelation. In "timespast" 
God spoke to men in various 
ways, but now speaks to us 
through his Son (Heb. 1:1-2). 
Upon the cross this day, the One 
who was dying had readily pro- 



claimed at an earlier time, "I have 
not spoken on my own authority, but 
the Father who sent me has himself 
given me a commandment--what to say 
and what to speak. And I know that his 
commandment is eternal life. What I 
say, therefore, I say as the Father has 
told me" '(Jn. 12:49-50). 

Greek: This was the language 
of the philosophers and "great 
thinkers" of the day such as Plato 
and Aristotle. In truth, the greatest 
thinker on earth was the One who 
knew the very thoughts of man 
(Matt. 9:4; Jn. 2:24-25, 6:64). 
Truly, He was greater than any 
philosopher! This great thinker 
who taught men the greatest phi- 
losophy (the gospel), was dying on 
the cross that day! 

Latin: This was the language of 
government and power. This is the 
language Caesar and Pilate spoke 
as well as the others within the Ro- 
man government. In the spiritual 
realm, Jesus is declared as the law- 
giver (Jas. 4:12; Gal. 6:2). He re- 
vealed to man "the perfect law of lib- 
erty" (Jas. 1:25), that will lead us to 
Heaven. Yet, on that day some 
2000 years ago, the One promised 
to receive "the throne of his father 
David" and who would "reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end" (Lk. 
1:32-33), was being put to death by 



lawless men (Acts 2:23). 

In other words, Pilate's written accu- 
sation at the cross was a world-wide an- 
nouncement! When we with our mind's 
eye look to the cross, we see a Suffering 
Savior who was rejected by His own (Jn. 
1:11), and yet proclaimed as "King of the 
Jews" by the Romans /Gentiles! 

In addition to this, we see that no one 
before or since has been able to accom- 
plish or give as much as Christ. 

Pilate may not have realized how true 
and far-reaching his accusation was 
when he wrote it, but let us realize that 
the statement is still true! Today, we who 
are Christians had our sins forgiven 
when we accepted His terms of salvation 
(Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; etc.). At the same 
time, we who are His children are the 
recipients of God's blessings (Eph. 1:3) 
when we listen to the revelation, apply 
His true philosophies, and obey His law 
(Eph. 3:4; Rev. 1:5, 22:14)! If we want to 
have salvation from sins and look for- 
ward to an eternal life in Heaven, then 
let us stop rejecting the Lord. Let us fol- 
low what the Lord says unconditionally, 
knowing that He is the One who pos- 
sesses all authority "in heaven and in 
earth" '(Matt. 28:18; Col. 3:17). He is our 
king (Rev. 17:14, 19:16; I Tim. 6:15), 
and wants us in Heaven with Him. 



Visit our Website: 
http://caneyvillechurchofchrist.com 




/ want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 

Location: 101 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 



Meeting Times: 



Sunday Bible Study — 
Sunday Worship — 
Sunday Worship — 
Wednesday Bible Study 



10:00 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 



"The Ancient Landmark" Television Show airs on You Tube 

(www.youtube.com/The01dPathsl994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

"The Ancient Landmark " Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM, Mon-Fri, 



1:00-1:30 pm. It is also broadcast on www.thez.voyagetech.com 

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs 
£hmi£i (270) 589-4167 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 



